“Then he showed four lights when he wished 
them to set full sail and follow in his wake.” 


From ‘‘ First Voyage "Reund the World by Magellan.” 
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PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM 


AS ADOPTED BY THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE, MAY, 1946 


The Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom was founded in 1915 in the midst of the First 
World War. Jane Addams became its first International President and held this office until her death. Throughout 
its history it has maintained a policy and a program consistent with the ideas of its founders. 


Principles 


The League is both an international and an inter- 
racial organization. Its aim is to work for the establish- 
ment of those political, economic and psychological 
conditions, both abroad and at home, which can assure 
peace and freedom. 


Peace 
The League holds that peace is more than the 
absence of war or the maintenance of order through 
coercive power. It asserts that peace is a positive prin- 
ciple in human affairs — a method as well as a goal. 


Freedom 

_To the Women’s International League, liberty of 
the human spirit is a basic value. The League maintains 
that this conviction has been the central impulsion in 
man’s long struggle for freedom. The history of civiliza- 
tion has been the history of liberty: freedom of thought, 
freedom of religion, freedom of persons, freedom of enter- 
prise, freedom of labor, freedom of research — all have 
been stepping stones in the spiritual advance of mankind. 
Obstructing creative processes in our contemporary 
world are the military system, economic and political 
imperialism, all forms of dictatorship and exploitation, 
all suppression of civil-liberties, all discrimination based 
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on sex, class, race, creed, or opinion. 

The League maintains that a free society must be 
based on the individual’s acceptance of responsibility. 
Since no individual can live to himself alone, that re- 
sponsibility requires the community to impose upon 
itself certain controls for the common good. The League 
contends that these controls should be subject to demo- 
cratic processes and reviews. 


Justice 

The League believes that injustice, deep-seated in 
the political and economic structure of our society, has 
been largely responsible for world-wide war. Peace and 
freedom depend on the development of a free and demo- 
cratic social order in which the basic needs of the people 
are met and their fundamental rights preserved. 

The League affirms that peace and freedom are 
interdependent and that they must rest on law and jus- 
tice. The primary function of democratic government is 
to translate these principles into a political and economic 
program that will give them substance and meaning. 
Such a program is not static but dynamic, It must pro- 
vide for growth and expansion, for new forms, new areas 
of development, new institutions to meet the demands 
of contemporary life. 
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INTERNATIONAL 


The world faces the most difficult task in its history, 
the cooperative building of a world society out of nations 
suffering from the disorganization of war and ravished 
by the most far-reaching conditions of starvation in 
modern times. The realization of this fact determines 
the program of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom for the coming year. 


UNITED NATIONS 

Throughout the thirty-one years of its existence, 
the WIL has stood for a strong international organiza- 
tion, functioning democratically within the framework 


of law. The League welcomes the opportunity for 
peaceful cooperation between nations offered by the 
establishment of the United Nations and affirms its 
determined but critical support of the Charter, while 
declaring unyielding loyalty to the underlying principles 
(as set forth in the Preamble). Recognizing the many 
inadequacies in the existing structure as well as certain 
positive dangers inherent in the security provisions, it 
looks toward the eventual conversion of the present 
United Nations into a real world government. 


In the interim, it advances immediate review and 
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revision of those sections of the United Nations Charter 
which do not adhere to the fundamental principles pro- 
vided in the Atlantic Charter or which are not in har- 
mony with traditional democratic practice. Among the 
provisions calling for immediate revision are the fol- 
lowing: 


(1) Section 7, Article 27, providing for the power of the 
veto. This Section should be abolished since no 
nation should be permitted to act as judge and jury 
in its own cause. 


(2) The powers of the Trusteeship Council should be 
strengthened through the agreements yet to be nego- 
tiated among the several nations. These agreements 
should provide: 


(a) that the Assembly of the United Nations may, 
when necessary, intervene in behalf of “trustee 
people”, if those basic guarantees of human 
rights, fundamental freedoms and processes 
leading to increasing stages of self-government, 
contained in Chapters IX-XIII inclusive, of the 
Charter, are in any way abridged. 


(b) The United States should immediately declare 
it to be the policy of this government to place 
the newly acquired strategic bases in the Pacific 
under the control of the Trusteeship Council. 


(3) Chapter VII, Article 47, Section 1, should be ex- 
panded in order to implement the 8th point of the 
Atlantic Charter, which would “Lighten the world 
from the crushing burden of armaments.” In order 
to give this policy concrete meaning, the League 
urges passage of the Tydings Resolution, S. Res. 
219, calling on the Administration to initiate inter- 
national agreements “to achieve world disarmament 
on land, on sea and in the air by January 1, 1950”. 
As a first step in this process, we support the Martin 
Resolution calling for an international convention 
for the abolition of conscription. Moreover, all dis- 
armament undertakings should be under civilian 
control. 


PEACE TREATIES 

The League holds that the treaties of peace to be 
negotiated with those nations with which the United 
States was formerly at war should be based on policies 
which insure a workable peace. It opposes both the 
spirit and practice of revenge as self-defeating and un- 
worthy of a civilized people, and urges that attention 
be directed toward the constructive task of rebuilding 
the social order. It believes that these treaties should 
include guarantees of all the basic human rights, includ- 
ing “the right of conscience” and “religion and religious 
worship”. 


GERMANY AND JAPAN 

The League believes that the division of Germany 
into a series of occupied areas has been disastrous and 
has fostered' divisive and rival policies rather than creat- 
ing the cooperation necessary for rebuilding Germany 
as_a part of a healthy Europe. It believes that the Allied 
authorities should make use of those elements both in 
Germany and Japan which can police their own people 
and undertake their own re-education. It vigorously 
opposes the policy of forced labor, which violates the 
human rights guaranteed in the Atlantic Charter as well 
as weakening the position of Labor throughout the world. 


SECRET DIPLOMACY 

The League holds secret diplomacy as a positive 
evil which must be eliminated from international political 
practice. It advocates that only those agreements con- 
firmed by the peoples of the various nations through 
normal democratic procedures or agreements formally 
negotiated and registered with the United Nations should 
have validity. 
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ATOMIC ENERGY 

The League_sees in the release of atomic energy 
the most momentous scientific achievement of all the 
ages, but recognizes that this new source of power wiil 
continue to be a threat to the entire future of the human 
race unless brought under the control of moral principle 
and made to serve the needs of life. It reiterates its 
condemnation of the use of atomic bombs by our Govern- 
ment on Japan, and demands the destruction of all 
American stocks of atomic weapons, It supports the 
Wherry Resolution asking for cancellation of the atomic 
bomb tests in the Pacific. The League commends the 
report of the Special Committee of the State Depart- 
ment on International Central of Atomic Energy and 
urges prompt and affirmative action on Senate Resolu- 
tion 255 to give substance to this report. Pending this 
action the League supports the principle of civilian con- 
trol embodied in the MacMahon Resolution § 1717, but 
warns that certain sections of this compromise measure 
contain dangerous implications, which can defeat the 
central purpose of the bill. 


SELF-DETERMINATION 

The League would submit that history has demon- 
strated repeatedly that the forcible transfer of peoples 
and territories without the consent of the governed has 
created recurring tensions, unhappiness, and conflict. 
The League therefore calls upon the signatories of the 
Atlantic Charter to confirm their promise of self-deter- 
mination of peoples, and urges that provisions for free 
and unhampered plebiscites under international and dis- 
interested commissions be set up as an integral part of 
the world machinery. 


FEEDING 

The League declares that the appalling state of 
starvation which obtains through great areas of the 
world is not only inexcusable but was preventable. It 
would point out that the failure of the Administration 
to carry out the mandate of the people as expressed in 
the unanimous vote of the Congress on the Gillett- 
Taft-Fish Resolutions in 1943 calling for controlled feed- 
ing in the occupied areas on the Greek plan, was a major 
factor in precipitating the present condition of mass 
starvation. Moreover, the failure of the Administration 
during this past year and at the present time, to build 
up supplies by procurement and “set-asides” and to re- 
spond to the overwhelming pressure of organized opinion 
to maintain rationing, has intensified the entire food 
problem of the world. 

The Women’s International League calls for the 
re-establishment and extension of rationing at once and 
pledges its full support and cooperation in any adequate 
plan to share more fully American supplies. It supports 
Senate Bill 2101, which would abrogate the Trading 
with the Enemy Act and thus permit shipping of food 
to former enemy countries. 


PALESTINE 

_ The WIL welcomes the report of the Anglo-Amer- 
ican Commission of Inquiry which recommends the 
issuance of 100,000 visas for European Jews to Palestine, 
and urges that the U. S. at once open its own doors to 
a relatively large quota. 


MIGRATION CONFERENCE 

The League urges the Economic and Social Council 
of the United Nations to call at the earliest practicable 
moment a conference on migration to deal with all the 
complex problems arising out of the antiquated regula- 


tions governing passports, naturalizations, statelessness, 
and so forth. 


IMMIGRATION POLICY 

The League has worked consistently through the 
years for the abrogation of the Oriental Exclusion Act 
and for an immigration and naturalization policy based 
not on ethnic grounds but on the qualifications of indi- 
viduals. It again reaffirms its conviction that all treaties 


and laws based on racial discrimination should be abol- 
ished. It calls for the immediate enactment into law of 
pending legislation which would put the nationals of 
India and the Philippines on a quota basis. It is gratified 
by the five-to-three Supreme Court decision which widens 
the recognition of the right of conscience. 


WOMEN IN WORLD AFFAIRS 

The Women’s International League holds that 
women have a unique and significant contribution to 
make in the development of a world society and urges 
appointment of competent women in the policy-making 
posts of the United Nations. 


INTER-AMERICAN COOPERATION 

The League urges upon our Government continued 
growth and cooperative sharing of responsibility for 
regional problems of the Western Hemisphere, political, 
economic and social. In particular, it seeks to promote 
the cooperation of the United States with Latin Amer- 
ican nations in developing concrete plans for raising 
living standards of workers and strengthening the labor 
movement. It deplores unilateral interference in the 
affairs of any Latin American nation, and calls for the 
joint action of all Western Hemisphere states in the 
solution of a common problem. It opposes the sale of 
surplus war equipment to Latin American countries as 
a source of conflict which fosters military rivalries. 


DOMESTIC 

CONSCRIPTION ; 

The League, reaffirming its long-standing policy 
against conscription, again declares its opposition to any 
system of peacetime compulsory military training. It 
believes that such a plan would run counter to American 
tradition, that it would have an unhealthy influence on 
our social, economic and educational life, and so alter 
the American democratic structure as to be positively 
disastrous, Moreover, the League would point out that 
extension of the draft is, in fact, the system of pe7~>- 
time conscription in disguise, and is sought not to fulfil 
America’s obligation for security forces under the United 
Nations, but as a national instrument of po ->2r pol’cr. 


CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 

The League urges amnesty for all conscientious 
objectors who are now or have been in prisor. It would 
point out that the recent Supreme Court dec sion giving 
widened recognitién to the right of consc‘ence for aliens 
seeking American citizenship should lead to complete 
recognition of the full right of conscience for all Ameri- 
can nationals. 


PUERTO RICO 

The League urges the fullest opportunities of self- 
government for American colonial possessions and urges 
that an immediate opportunity be given to the Puerto 
Rican people to vote on their permanent status on the 
basis of clearly stated alternatives in accordance with a 
repeated request of their Legislature that a plebiscite 
be held. 

RACE 

The League is convinced that the elimination of race 
prejudice may be the most important single problem of 
this postwar era. It points out that the concept of 
superiority and inferiority of races is scientifically un- 
sound and morally indefensible. It holds that basic 
principles of both religion and democracy are denied by 
the practices of discrimination and segregation, and 
urges its membership to encourage every creative effort 
making for an integrated American society. 

F.E.P.C. 

The League stands for a Permanent Fair Employ- 
ment Practices Committee, and supports legislation to 
this end. It urges this not only as a matter of policy but 
as a concrete measure to implement the principle enun- 
ciated in the United Nations Charter for the promotion 
of basic human rights without regard to race, religion 
or sex. 
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POLL TAX 
The League opposes the denial in federal elections 

of political and democratic rights through the require- 

ment of a poll tax, and hence supports legislation which 

would abolish the tax. 

ANTI-SEMITISM 

The League recognizes anti-Semitism as a vicious 
by-product of the tensions and insecurity inherent in our 
present-day society. It urges constant vigilance in rec- 
ognizing the many and varied manifestations of this 
social disorder. It calls on its members to protest both 
in public and in private every evidence of this evil and 
to encourage and promote all those processes in our 
society conducive to cohesion and solidarity. 
FOREIGN LOANS 

The League supports loans and extensions of credits 
from this country to those nations financially and 
economically impoverished by the war. However, it 
holds that American Loan Policy should be based on a 
careful and comprehensive study of all our resources 
available for such loaning. The League points out that 
the confusion and delay in granting the British Loan 
has been due primarily to failure of the Administration 
to present concrete facts and figures to the American 
people indicating the extent of the loans requests, to- 
gether with America’s capacity to grant them. 

O.P.A. 

The Women’s International League is in complete 
harmony with the purpose of the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration and recognizes its fundamental importance. 
It calls for the continued life of this office as a necessary 
guarantee against inflation. 

LABOR 

The League recognizes that Labor’s struggle to 
maintain and extend its social gains cannot be separated 
from the struggle of all of us to win a people’s peace. 
That struggle includes the right of Labor representation 
on every board and commission where business is repre- 
sented, the extension and strengthening of Labor- 
Management committees within industry, the right of 
collective bargaining, the right to strike, and right for 
the protection of minimum labor standards and work 
conditions. It, therefore, urges the Congress and the 
Acministration to accept responsibility along with 
private enterprise for guaranteeing and stabilizing em- 
ployment on a yearly contract basis. 


REPORT FROM SWISS SECTION 
Gertrude Baer writes that in the annual report of the 
president of the Swiss Section, Clara Ragaz, we find the follow- 

ing paragraph which will interest American members: 
“Contrary to the traditional WILPF attitude, we took part 
in certain charity activities, namely—very successfully—in the 
collection of clothing for the suffering population of France. 
The misery in some small towns and villages in Haute Savoie 
was so overwhelming that immediate help was urgently needed. 
... And this help came from all quarters. We express our 
warmest gratitude also to those who responded so eagerly to our 
Swiss appeal to help Czechoslovakia. Though the WILPF 
Swiss Section took the initiative in this work, it soon grew into 
an independent organization in which we are still represented. 
“All these relief activities were certainly worth while and the 
time put into them was not lost. But we had to devote so much 
strength and time to it that WILPF plans were necessarily 
neglected. It is true that relief offered us a welcome opportunity 
to express our feeling of solidarity to one of our closest and alas! 


” most tested sister-sections, the Czechoslovakian WILPF Section, 


But on the other hand, just these activities gave proof of the 
danger we run in neglecting the real objects and purposes of 
the League in favor of relief action. ... ” 


LAST CALL 

We have really good news to report. Of the 1000 Emily 
Greene Balch booklets published May 1, 700 have been sold. 
We can realize almost $150 on the remainder if all the last 300 
are sold. Since publication costs have already been paid, all the 
money but postage that now comes in will be turned over directly 
to Luxembourg Congress Funds. In other words, every member 
who buys a copy now, donates fifty cents to International funds 
and practically gets the book free. Use them for gifts (we could 
use donations for twenty more gift copies), for college and town 
libraries, for friends of the League and of Miss Balch, Order 
from Mrs. Gerald Fox, 1140 Fifth Ave., New York 28, at 50c each, 


THE LABOR STRUGGLE 

In the growing debate between labor, management, and 
government, it is important to keep certain things in mind. 
Among them are: 

1. The great middle class in the U. S. are the ones who 
need education both in the real history of the labor movement 
(devoid of its fictions and prejudices) and in their relation to it — 
that their future lies with labor, not with the small entrenched 
group of employers and their managers. Inflation is a tool of 
that group. The first victims of inflation are the white collar 
workers and the farmers—the so-calléd “backbone” of the 
nation. Another period of inflation and depression will prole- 
tarianize the American middle class as surely, though not to the 
degree, as was the middle class in Europe before and during 
this war. Will that history repeat itself here? That is why we 
in the WILPF must use what influence we have to steer this 
great middle class, comfortable now but jittery, into labor’s 
camp and why we must support such labor leaders as Walter 
Reuther and Philip Murray who time and again have tried to 
lift the issues of the General Motors and the Steel strikes into 
the realm of national and international economic and political 
policies with their implications for war and peace. 

2. How dangerous is the split in the American labor move- 
ment? John L. Lewis is headed back to the American Federation 
of Labor, with the prediction that he is slated soon to take 
over from William Green. Mr. Lewis has been described as a 
“public-be-damned” type of labor leader, just the kind to antag- 
onize the public and play into the hands of labor-baiting com- 
mentators and Congressmen. May I just hint at the possibility 
that he may have been groomed (perhaps a better expression 
would be “allowed rope to develop his personality”) so that he 
might perform in the interest of industry the same role that 
Samuel Gompers performed in his day. That story is too long 
to repeat here, but read the history, and watch current develop- 
ments in the meat packers’ strike where a first class squabble 
within labor is in the making. The “divide and rule’ technique 
has always worked well in labor struggles, and nowhere more 
tragically than in American labor circles. ' 

3. The Labor-Management-Government Conference in the 
Autumn was stalemated by the industrialists’ refusal to grant 
the CIO contention that wages, prices, and profits are indissolubly 
linked and must be taken into account in collective bargaining, 
yet the disagreements between labor groups over techniques and 
points-of-view must bear their share of blame, and it was Lewis’ 
final blast at Murray that seemed to focus the attention of the 
public on the CIO as the scapegoat. Those same issues are now 
being fought out in the current wave of strikes. Whether they 
will be fought out to a finish in the halls of Congress depends 
on us—the People—since this is an election year and Congress- 
men are peculiarly susceptible to what we think is important 
enough to write about. 

4. The thing that showed the true color of Congress most 
clearly was that within a month or two of VJ day they had lopped 
off 53% from the excess profits tax, a present of clear velvet to 
the big industries in the form of their huge war-swollen profits. 
At the same time the treasury floated the Victory Loan from 
the people of 11 billions under the guise of reducing the pressure 
toward inflation involved in the individual savings of the people. 
This was a clear invitation to manufacturers and wholesalers 
alike to withhold goods from the market until 1946, inducing and 
throwing the blame upon the people for a so-called “foolish 
spending spree”, a preliminary to inflation. At the same time 
labor is being built up to take the blame for delays in recon- 
= which add to the scarcity of goods on, which inflation is 

uilt, 

5. The fact-finding issues. The President has used the 
history of the Railway Labor Board, with its fact-finding tech- 
nique as precedent for his proposal. But remember that it was 
the RLB which in the 1920s started undermining the wage-scale 
which precipitated a general reduction all around, lessening the 
purchasing power of the people and leading inevitably to the 
great depression starting in October, 1929. Fact-finding is a 
joke without the power to subpoena the books. Labor knows 
that the employers are fighting this harder than they are. They 
know that industry ‘does not even allow the stockholders to look 
at its books. It is a stalling device, and they know that the 
President’s bill will have its teeth pulled by the industrial lobbies 
in Congress, just as their own full employment bill had even its 
sugar coating removed. The real facts are already known to 
government through income tax reports, the Office of War 
Mobilization records and the OPA records. And Walter Reuther 
and his research staff have many ways of knowing pretty closely 
the General Motors profits. 

6. As for the “Cooling-off period”, it does harm labor, for 
it undermines the responsible control over their men by union 
executives, leading to wildcat strikes. Timing and psychological 
factors are important elements in a successful strike. For ex- 
ample this was largely responsible for the fizzle of the Western 
Union strike. Minnesota is one of the few states with a com- 
pulsory “cooling-off” period’, one of former Governor Stassen’s 
devices which earned for him with all branches of labor the 
reputation of being anti-labor, 


— Jean M. Wilcox. 
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